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EL. „ 


1 OW the * of Eli » were hy fans of Belial, 
they knew not the Lord.” Eli was the 
1 brief, ' who daily miniſtered in the temple of 
Jews, and off ſacrifice before the Lord 
re is every reaſon to believe that he was a For 
; man, a faithful fervant of God, neverthele 
are told that his fons were the ſons of Belial, 
ther name for the devil, ye are the children of 
father, the devil,” ſays our Lord Jeſus to the 
critical Pharifees ; that is to Ways you partake 
is pride, his hypocricy, his hard and perverſe 
Ire ; he it was who firſt introduced evil into the 
d, by the ſedution of our firſt parents, and 
ſil conſtantly laying in wait to fink us deeper 
his own dark principle. © We wreſtle,” ſays St. 
* with thrones and principalities,” meaning with 
and his hoſt, who ſtill retain dominion. in this 
d, over ſuch as voluntarily yield themſelves 
lives, or feek not from God and Chriſt power 
iſt the evil, which he is conſtantly ſtirring up 
teir corrupt nature. Every ſon of Adam muſt. 
vithin himſelf an emotion towards. good and an 
lon towards evil; God has left it in our power 
deourage the one, and to repreſs the other: 
neſs or miſery is preſented to our choice. 
voice of God our Redeemer is continually 
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{peaking in the inmoſt ſoul, and inviting us to ty 
into the principle of 4ight-whieb-leads. to life g 

nal. While on the other hand Satan, our ene 
in the dark principle entices us to liſten to hilt 
ſuggeſtions, that we may in the end become me 
bers of his diabolical kingdom, our finful, co 
inclinations but too often preſenting him with 
eaſy opportunity to work Mp undoing ; an inſta 
of which we ſhall find in Eli's two ſons. The $c 
ture tells us that a certain portion of the ſaerif 
which the people upon dif erent. occaſions off 
to the Lord, was allotted to the High-Prieſt anc 
ſons ;} Hophni and Phenehas, for ſo the ſons of 
were called; inſtead of waiting till the ſacrifice 
offered, and being ſatisfied with the portion the 
of Moſes appointed them, ſent: their ſeryant, 
ve are told uſed to come in a very unſeemly n 
ner, before the ſacrifice was offered, while it 
boiling in the kettle, with a fleſh-hook with. 
prongs, and ſtrike it into the pot, taking av; 
that it brought up for the prieſt; it is alſo aq 
that before the ſacrificers burnt the fat, which 

expreſsly ordered to be done by the law, the 

vants of Hophni and Phenehas, would ſay to the 
that offered, no doubt in à very arbitary ma 
« Give fleſh to roaſt for the Prieſt, for he vi 
have boiled fleſh but raw ;”. and if any man of 
to expoſtulate ſaying, let the fat firſt be bu 
which as I have before ſaid, was ſtrictly enjoy; 
by the law, he would ſay, give it me _noy, 
will take it by force ; wherefore, the. Scripture 
us, the ſin of the young men was very great | 
the Lord; for men abhorred the offering 
Lord. Men abhorred the offering of the. Li 
failed to inſpire them with that awe and rey 


1s to U 445 vont to do; A, they ſaw the irreverence. 
ue vbich it was treated by their prieſts they be. 
Ir ene eo think lightly of the inſtitution, perhaps they 
0 bil ned thus; if God can permit ſuch miniſters to 
me meide him, if he can ſuffer them thus to violate his 
„ corrititution, it cannot be of the importance we ſup- 
a with e, nor can fin be ſo, hateful in his fight. We 
n int, without, damage omit the treſpaſs and ſin of- 
The Sc ngs, for if it is only to indulge the luxury of 
> ſacl, prieſts, we may as well, keep it for the ſupport 
ns oe our families. Such reaſoning, though totally 
en out any juſt ground to ſupport it, is not un- 
ons. of Wnmon among chriſtians of the preſent day; too 
ence ny are ready to excuſe their own negligence, 
on the impiety by recurring to the defects of their 
Vant, Wechers : look at our miniſter, ſays one, he talks 
emly Ag finely in the pulpit, but he is not better than. 
nile it I neighbours out of it; 1 have ſeen him return 
with eme intoxicated with liquor, and I'm ſure he loves 
Waßeney, and is as flow to do a charitable action, as 

a ſo ad be worſt ſinner of us all; where is the uſe of go- 
which to church to be taught by one, who is not any 
u, the euer, if ſo good as oneſelf; that there are many 
to the neſts, who like Phenehas and Hophni, profeſs re- 
ry wa ion merely with a view to the temporal advan- 
he will zes it brings them, who ſcoff at ordinances at 
nan qu dich they publicly aſſiſt, who from the pulpit en- 
be Dulirze on meeknels, temperance, charity, while 
ly en/Fride, licentiouſneſs and contempt of God's word, 
no! Ip conſpicuous. in every action of their lives, is a 
r1ptu-clancholy truth: but on the other hand it muſt 
great Ae obſerved, that many of us are too much inclined 
ring "IP watch with faſtidious malignity the failings of 
he .. fellow-beings, more eſpecially of thoſe who 
| tech placed in authority over us, either in temporal 
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por ſpiritual matters; we 4 8 ill natured pleaſi 
in pointing out their defects, and are more k 
to magnify, than to throw over them the veilof 
tian charity and forbearance; on thefe occalia 
we ſeem to forget that our teachers are but me 
| Jubje& to the ſame paſſions and frailties a8 0 
Ives and, perhaps, expect from them a get 
degree of perfection than their nature 1s capal 
of: the reply will I am aware be, fince they Un 
better they certainly ought to act better than we 
to this I anſwer, that very few of us act wrong fra 
the want of knowing how to act right, conſcience, 
we turn not a deaf ear to it, is continually warm 
us from the evil way; and in a country like thi 
where inſtruftion is daily offered in various mag 
to thoſe who can read in the Scriptures, and 
many excellent books, few we may ſuppoſe 
err from want of knowledge ; alas, we too of 
fin againſt our own conviction ! It is not meant! 
what is here ſaid, to vindicate or ts excule fy 
preachers, as by their vices bring difgrace upt 
the bleſſed religion they profeſs, they will m 
- doubtedly meet their puniſhment from the Lon 
to whom we ought as chriſtians to remit it, en 
. , cautious of judging left we be judged. Beſides, 
is not our buſineſs to inveſtigate the condutt « 
our paſtor while he is. addreſſing us from the pu 
pit; the inftruftion. he offers is that alone ti 
* ſhould employ our thoughts; if it be good it 
our intereſt to profit by it, whether delivered 0 
the mouth of a true diſciple of Chriſt or not. 
The Almighty frequently makes uſe of had pt 
le as inſtruments to bring about good, be 


ployed the. heathen nations to puniſh the diſobet 
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ce on him. | 
[Beſides the ſin which the ſons of Eli committed 
cen the ſacrifice, were are told that they led very 
ot maloſligate abandoned lives. Eli was at this time 
as er old, he heard all that his ſons did, and was 


teir duty and dependence 


gen doubt afflicted beyond meaſure, for what trou- 
ber can exceed that of a pious upright parent, who 
ey Kö covers that his children are loſt to all ſenſe of 
ban welWoral, or religious duty. When the good old man 
ng froffeard of their evil doings, he remonſtrated with 
tence, em, and ſaid -unto them, Why do ye ſuch 


warninfWings ? I hear of your evil doings by all the peo- 
tke te, nay, my ſons, for it is no good report I hear 
s ape you, ye make the Lord's people to tranſgreſs, if 
e man fin againſt another, the judge ſhall judge 
im, but if a man fin againſt the Lord who ſhall 
do ofteWatreat for him?“ The ſons of Eli paid no attention 
neant bil this mild expoſtulation, which was, no doubt, 
| dre than once repeated, they went on in their 
ce up courſes; habits of fin had probably got ſuch 
will uold on them that they had not refolution to break 
he Lo rough them, or perhaps-they thought as the Lord 

ud borne with them ſo long, they were ſecure from 
elides Ws judgments, this is the caſe with too many of 
ndudt At length we are told a man of God, in other 
jords, a prophet, came to Eli, and ſaid unto him, 
one "us ſaith the Lord; “ Did { plainly appear to the 
ood 1 Woule of thy father, when they were in Egypt in 
red fa taroah's houſe ? and did I chuſe him out of all 
ot. e tribes of Iſrael, to be my prieſt, to offer upon 
had pe altar incenſe, to wear an ephod before me? 
nd did I give unte the houſe of thy father all the 
diode kerngs made by fire of the children of Ifſracl? 


ace of the Wache ind non them to a ſenſe of 
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Gi {ikivg examp 1 67 5 80 "ref Rion, It is t 1 
Cod Lat him 753 what realty him good.“  Fatall 

„ and td was this, denünciation perfermed ägafnſt 
te battle enſued between the Iſraelites and the 
from u 


Wines, * in 4 VER. the former '\ ere route and 
and the r thouſand 

Bebe pter of  xpdys, 'that'when Mofes'weht"up' Into 
arm, ui ane Sinai, whence: be received from Gad the 
ſhall en Commandments, the Lord ordered him to 
ſhalt Mae an ark, according to certain 8 he 
ealth e him, and which may fp ſeen a large in the : 


be an'oipter, after which het {ajd. 92 Moſes,” 4 There re. 
de u fig a [ meet thee 1500 I wilt e commutie With 

two em above che inet cy-fear, that i between the 
ſhall bo Fudim, which are upon the ark of the teſtimony, - 
rieft; th all things which'I will give thee 8 EN 
mne beit unto the chifdten of Ifrael. N hen the 
ure hourelites had fled b fore” the nge d were 
for eveſturned to che camp, tlie elders of Iſrael p 


uo 
this f 


ched from 4 where it was K-51 into the 
the L 


imp, fooliſh 4 if not Ae 12 that it 


unto bi ald ſave them from 5 owe Höft Philiſtines, 
bich eile the hand of the Lor was: agairiſt them. The 
day 1' vi of the cbveènant of We Tore of hoſts was ac- 
ve ſponrdingly brought, and the two Tons of Eli, Hophni 
alſo mad Phinchas were with it, When the Philiftines 
1 ud the ſhout which was raiſed among = 
knoweielites upon the“ arrival. of the ark, chey | 
a hd be Wong themſelbes, hat means this mout in Me 
Corti iii of the Hebrews ? Arid: wen they underſtood 


par wa | 


en lain. We-read in the xvihi : > 


ſed that this ark ef tel“ covenant Mond De 
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- convigtion of the power of the God of the Hehn 


to the Jews; for we learn that the Philiſtines foughi 


from them 


only as a medium of communication with he 


| (#6; 4: 78, 
that the ark of the (covenant was eome 
camp, they ſaid, Woe unto. us, who 10 | 
liver us out of the (haven of theſe m 1 gt 
Theſe are the gods which ſmote the Egyntians wi 
all the plagues in the wilderneſs. wa 1 * | 


is it not aſtoniſhing that the Philiſtines did gat i 
mediately abandon their idolatrous warſhip and 
dome ſervants of the living God? but their; co 
1444 in. themſelves appears to have been fra 
notwithſtanding the panic with which the news 
the ark's arrival in the camp ſtruck them: for d 
chiefs ſaid, Be ſtrong and quit yourſelyes | 
men, O ye Philiſtines, that. ye be not ſervants 
the Hebrews, as they have been to you, guit 30 
ſelves like men and fight.” ; God, however, at il 
time did not think fit to humble their preſumpuoli 
but rather made them an inſtrument of puniſhme 


and that Iſrael were ſmitten, that they, fled eve 
man to his, tent, and that the ſlaughter! was ve 
greats ſo great, chat there fell of Iſrael thirty thollf 
and foot-men, but what,contributed, more than 
the reſt to diſmay.the Hebrews, was that the en. 
of the covenant was taken, by which they mi 
bave r ſeen that the Lord had wah 
u his; protection. Fooliſh men l they 
pended on the ark, which the Lord had appoin 


without conſidering that it could avail notii 
when they had, by their fins, provoked their 
to withdraw from them his holy, preſence. In pric 
battle the two ſons, of, Eli, Hophni1and Phind lend wl 
were ſlain; by their death accompliſhing dhe en the 


1 | 


Nn 5 
% Thy two ſons ſhall both die in one day.” 


the venerable prieſt, was fitting, we are told, 


much for the fate of his two ſons, as for that 
the ark of God, for which it is ſaid his heart 
nbled. He no doubt felt that the ark ſhould 
# have been removed into the camp without firſt 


emptory demands of the people and, perhaps, 
his 9% ſons. - No wonder then. if he trembled 
the conſequences, which the diſpleaſure of God 


n houſe but upon the nation in general. When 
news of the defeat and of the taking of the ark 
Wiched the city, there was a cry of great mourn- 
of; and lamentation, which when Eli heard, he 
d, „ What meaneth the noiſe of this tumult ?” 
Wd a man of the tribe of Benjamin who was come 
mm the camp, .anſwered and faid, © Iſrael is fled 
fore the Philiſtines, there hath been a great 
uphter among the people, thy two ſons Hophni 
d Phinehas are dead, and the ark of God is 
ken. Eli bore the account of the defeat of the 
elites, nay, of the death of his two ſons with 
tude and compoſure, but when mention was 
de of the ark of God, we are told that he fell 
mm off his ſeat backward, by the fide of the 
t, where he was fitting, and his neck brake 


n, and heavy. Such was the end of Eli the 
| © prieſt, after he had judged Iſrael forty years, 
Phine end which preſents a. ſtriking leſſon to all thoſe 
be em the Almighty has, bleſſed with children: I 


hen this aMiQtive news, was brought into the city, 


| the way-fide, anxiouſly watching, not it appears 


ling counſel of God, but could not reſiſt the 


; juſtly kindled would bring not only upon his 


dhe died; for the Scripture adds, he was an old 
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ſtrained them 1. 


ſhould have exerciſed his authority, both as aq 
rent and a prieſt of God, to have (reſtrained 


fondneſs had probably rendered him blind to 
vices of his ſons, till they had gained too m1 


if in childhood he perceived the ſeeds of them, 


turn into the right way, this is the caſe of too m 
parents; but alas, habits of vice are much ml 


he will not depart from it when he is old.“ 


miſery, and to render a bleſſing or a curle i 
ciety and themſelves: from the moment the 0 


12 ) 


have told him, ſays the Lord, to Samfüel, fan 


will judge, in other words, puniſh As Ace fi"? 
ever, becauſe bis ſons made themſelves vile and fe 
1 wo fl erte 1171 110 


Here we find à ſignal judgment pronounced W8***, 
God himſelf, againſt a parent for not exerting | jd th 
authority to reſtrain the evil doings of his childrei ©” 
we ſee, that Eli had not omitted gentle remain b 


ſtrances, but when he found theſe had no effect . 


poted 
the 
me 11 
gentle 

lency 

often f 
bbſerv 
onvin 
Ind is 
eſus C 
hen © 
he cri1 


impiety and licentiouſneſs of his ſons. Eli ven 
ſuppoſe had the weakneſs of too many parents, 


ſtrength to bear the curb of parental authority, 


probably flattered himſelf that when they gr 
to years of maturity, they would themſelves | 
the advantages of virtue over vice, and volunn 


eaſily acquired than abandoned, Solomon was 
ware of this, and, therefore. warns us, to I 
up a child in the way he ſhould go,” adding, ©! 


incumbent on all from the moment they beca 

parents to reflect ſeriouſly on the important d 
they have to fulfil; to reflect that a human be 
is committed to their care which it is in their p0 
to fit, perhaps, for manſions of eternal Þlil 


becomes capable' of diſtinguiſhing. right 


1 
mg, and this: is LY than is generally | 
uppoled, the parent ſhould, with the moſt unre-, 
ting attention, obſerve the propenſities that be- 
n to OW themſelves in his infant mind; the 
vod ſhould. be on every occaſion encouraged, 
ad the bad as carefully repreſſed. If the chil 

lſcovers any tendency to cruelty, which is to be 
zen by their treatment of animals, the only objełts 
thin their little ſphere, the parent ſhould view 


cel | 
Tung | 
childr 


> reme 


"_ his as the ſeed of a vice which will, if not timely 
bu Wooted out, give birth at a maturer age to crimes 
* the blackeſt dye, and ſhould therefore loſe no 
rents, Ive in applying the proper remedies; at firſt, 
* * ee remonſtrances, afterward correction; a ten- 


_—_ to covetouſneſs and ſelfiſhneſs which will 


** * bſerved nor uncorreQted, as it often lays, I am 
he ' Wonvinced, a foundation for diſhoneſt practices, 
rel Wand is particularly denounced againſt by our Lord 


eſus Chriſt; a lie ſhould never be paſſed over, 
hen once the child is made ſenſible how heinous 
he crime is, a ſeyere puniſhment ſhould ever fol- 
ow it, Fo A HE WB 


We ſee by the fate of Eli, and indeed from many 


olunta 
too m 
uch me 
on was 


0 t 5 5 

ng, *1 mer paſſages of Scripture, that parents are an- 
Iq ! werable for the faults of their children, provided 
ey becc Ihey do not at the age when the young plant is 
Want apable of being faſhioned at will, uſed the means 
4 deceſſary to preſerve it from future deſtruction: 


ya, did parents reflect upon this, and ſee how ma- 
erally the welfare of their children is concerned, 
lurely to ſave themſelves the pain of correction, or 
o gratify a blind miſtaken partiality, they would 
ot become the bane both of themſelves and their 
offspring. | 


heir po 
al blils 
urſe (0 
t the d 
right 


ten ſhew itſelf in mere trifles, ſhould not go un- 


** 


. ) 
It is à general nn very juſt re 
that an over-indulged child is ſeldom dutiful or 
feQtionate' to the unfortunate parent. This a 
mould have weight, but, above all, the fear of of 
fending that great and juſt King, who'broug 
Judemevt on the houſe of Eli, decauſt bis ſons 
Weder vile, and be reſtrained them not. 
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